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VBS 2021 GRADES 1–4 BIBLE STUDY BASE CONFERENCE PLAN  
(1½ HOURS) 
 
Purpose Statement 
This 90-minute teaching plan is designed to train and equip VBS Bible study leaders to teach 1st 
through 4th graders with LifeWay’s 2021 Destination DigTM Bible study curriculum. 
 
Needed Resources 

 • Bibles 
 • VBS 2021 Grades 1–2 Bible Study Leader Guide 
 • VBS 2021 Grades 3–4 Bible Study Leader Guide 
 • VBS 2021 Multi-Age Kids Bible Study Leader Guide 
 • VBS 2021 Grades 1–2 Bible Study Leader Pack 
 • VBS 2021 Grades 3–4 Bible Study Leader Pack 

 o Pack Item 6: “Use Your Head Cards” — Cut apart and display around the room. 
 • VBS 2021 Multi-Age Kids Bible Study Leader Pack  
 • VBS 2021 Kids Activity Book  
 • VBS 2021 Devotional Bible for Kids (CSB or KJV) 
 • VBS 2021 Parent Guide  
 • VBS 2021 Kids Memory Maker  
 • VBS 2021 Music for Kids CD  
 • Destination Dig Devotional: Unearthing the Truth About Jesus 
 • VBS 2021 Tablecloth 
 • VBS 2021 Bible Study Location Sign  
 • VBS 2021 Wall Art  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Supersized Backdrop  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Dig Site Tent  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Folding Magnifier  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Dig Site Tool Set  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Dig Site Organizer  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Collapsible Crates  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Visual Pack  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 String Flags  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Whirleys  
 • OPTIONAL: VBS 2021 Cups  
 • Item 1: “The Right Tool for the Right Job” — Make one copy for each conferee (for use with 

Step 6). 
 • Item 2: “3-2-1 Scrolls” — Make one copy for each conferee (for use with Step 7).  
 • 10 pieces of brown butcher paper (for use with Step 4) — Rather than cutting, tear the 

paper to look like scroll fragments. On five pieces, print the five daily truths (1 per piece): 
 o Day 1 Truth: Jesus Came as God Promised — Jesus Was Born 
 o Day 2 Truth: Jesus Demonstrated God’s Power — Jesus Healed a Blind Man 
 o Day 3 Truth: Jesus Was Betrayed and Rejected — Jesus Experienced Betrayal and 

Rejection 
 o Day 4 Truth: Jesus Died and Rose Again — Jesus Is Alive 
 o Day 5 Truth: The Bible Is True — Philip Told the Good News 

On the remaining five pieces, print each of the following phrases (1 per piece): 
 1. VBS Theme: Destination Dig 
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 2. VBS Scripture: You will seek me and find me when you search for me with all your 
heart. Jeremiah 29:13 (CSB) And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13 (KJV)  

 3. VBS Motto: Seek Truth! Find Jesus!  
 4. LOBL: Bible truths never change.  
 5. Christ Connection: God sent Jesus to seek and save sinners. When we trust in 

Jesus as Savior and Lord, He forgives our sins and gives us eternal life.  
Fold the scroll fragments (paper pieces) into halves or quarters to make ten packets. 

 • Individually wrapped hard candy 
 • Tape 
 • 2–4 small boxes — Place some individually wrapped hard candies in each box.  
 • Long strip of butcher paper, narrow craft paper, or a roll of kitchen parchment paper — 

Wrap each box in a long strip of butcher paper, rotating the box after every few turns. 
Occasionally insert one of the folded scroll fragments while wrapping. Continue until the 
box is well wrapped. Tape the end of the long paper in place. (NOTE: If the long strip 
breaks, tape the end down and continue with another strip.) Display the wrapped boxes in 
the room. 

 • Five 3-foot lengths of butcher paper, craft paper, or kitchen parchment paper — Print one of 
the daily Bible Study passages in the center of each length of paper. Roll like a scroll and tie each 
with a string or length of yarn. 

 o Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2; Matthew 1:18–2:6  
 o Psalm 146:8; Isaiah 35:5-6a; John 9:1-41 
 o Psalm 41:9; Isaiah 53:3,7; John 13; 18:1–19:16   
 o Isaiah 53:5,9-11; John 19:17–20:18 
 o Isaiah 53:7-8; Acts 8:26-40  

 • Hand tools — Collect any hand tools that might be used at an archeology dig site and use 
as decoration (e.g. hammer, rope, magnifying glass, brush, small shovel, ruler, measuring 
tape, tablet or personal computer, gloves, camera). 

 • Paper plates, scissors, and markers (OPTION: Craft sticks and tape) 
 • CD player 

 
Room Setup  
Select one wall as your focal wall and display the “Destination Dig Banner” (pack item 1) and 
“Banner Add-ons” (pack item 2) from any one of the leader packs. At your discretion, display 
additional teaching items from one or more of the VBS 2021 Bible Study Leader Packs. Cover a 
large table (or 2–3 smaller tables) with a VBS 2021 Tablecloth and display the curriculum 
alongside small hand tools and other tabletop decorations. Arrange chairs in a semi-circle in front 
of the focal wall. Display the “Use Your Head Game Cards” (Grades 3–4 Pack Item 6) around the 
room.  
 
Teaching Steps 
1. Welcome to the Dig (10 minutes) 

 • As conferees enter, play music from the VBS 2021 Music for Kids CD (leader pack).  
 • Welcome the conferees. Instruct them to look around the room and choose a tool that 

represents how they feel about Vacation Bible School. Ask several volunteers to tell why 
they chose the tools they chose. 

 • After conferees share, ask what all the tools have in common. (Archeologists might use 
different tools at different digs, but all these tools—whether high tech or low tech—are 
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things an archeologist might use at a dig.) Explain that during the next 90 minutes 
conferees will explore a different set of tools — tools they can use for VBS in 2021. 

 
2. Pray (1 minute) 

 • Pray, thanking God for His love and His presence. Ask God for guidance and direction as 
each person present prepares for and leads VBS. 

 
3. Explore Resources (15 minutes) 

 • Form pairs. Give each pair a sheet of paper.  
 • Tell the group that maps are one tool used by archeologists. Direct each pair to explore the 

“dig site” (the room) to see what they can find, and create a map showing what they 
discover. Suggest that conferees explore (look through) the contents of the tools/resources 
they find in the room. 

 • Play music from the Music for Kids CD as partners work together to create their map. 
 • After a few minutes, ask a few teams to show their maps and report on their discoveries. 

Ask what items teams found that they believe will be most valuable for leading Bible Study 
in VBS.  

 • Comment on the different resources and their use in Bible Study. Point out that the Bible is 
the real curriculum … all the other resources are helps to make their job easier. 

 • Be sure to explain the difference between the graded resources and the multi-age 
resources. The Grades 1–2 and Grades 3–4 resources are for churches that choose a 
closely-graded format for their Bible study groups. (Children of similar ages are grouped 
together in smaller classes. For example, one or more 1st grade classes, one or more 2nd 
grade classes, etc.) The multi-age resources are for churches that choose to group kids of 
a wider age range together in the same class. (For example, one class for all kids in grades 
1–6, or a class for 1st-3rd grades and a class for 4th-6th grades.) 

 
4. Unearth Daily Truths and Core Elements of Destination Dig (20 minutes) 

 • Form as many teams as you have prepared wrapped boxes (2-4). Direct each team to 
stand together in a circle. 

 • Explain that archeologists’ discoveries are seldom found lying on top of the ground. Rather, 
they must often dig or carefully sift through the material they uncover in order to get down 
to the really important finds.  

 • Give a wrapped box to each team. Explain that each package or bundle contains a number 
of precious scroll fragments or other treasures, which the teams must carefully reveal. They 
must work together to unwrap the treasures. The only rule is that no one may just hold the 
bundle. Instead, at your signal to begin, the team member holding the bundle may un-tape 
the end of the paper and begin to unroll the bundle, while passing the bundle to the next 
person. The next person will hold the edge of the long paper, and then pass the bundle to 
the next person, and so on. As “scroll fragments” are revealed, the team must retrieve 
them.  

 • Ask if there are questions. If none, play upbeat music from the Music for Kids CD and start 
the game. Play until all the Daily Truths and other packets are found. (OPTION: Play until 
all the paper is removed and the candy is found!) 

 • Invite teams to sit together on the ground with their scroll fragments. Ask, “Who has the 
scroll fragment with the 2021 theme?” Invite that team to read aloud the text on that 
fragment, then display the paper in the focal area.  

 • Continue in like fashion with the motto and VBS Scripture. Ask why the verse appears in 
both CSB and KJV? (Both translations are supported in the VBS materials.) Continue by 
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asking for the Levels of Biblical Learning and Christ Connection, displaying each in turn. 
Ask someone to explain the purpose of each, or explain them yourself. 

 • Continue the process by asking for and posting each daily Truth. Comment as appropriate. 
 
5. Dig into the Bible (20 minutes) 

 • Form five teams. Give each team a scroll with one of the Bible Study passages. Invite the 
teams to read their assigned passages from Bibles and prepare a report on the Bible 
content they find. In addition, each team must create three True or False statements 
related to their passage. Explain that two of the statements must be true, and one must be 
false.  

 • Play music from the Music for Kids CD as the teams work. Allow several minutes for teams 
to complete their summary reports. 

 • Provide paper plates, scissors, and markers. When teams finish, ask each team member of 
the team to make a half-mask by cutting a plate in half, and drawing a big smile on one side 
and a frown on the other side. (OPTIONS: Provide craft sticks and tape so conferees may 
add handles to their masks. Alternatively, provide a commercially available “Smile on a 
Stick” or “Mood Swing on a Stick” for each conferee.) 

 • Invite the groups to report. Ask which passage goes with each day’s Truth.  
 • Lead each team to share its three True or False statements. Explain that true statements 

should make people smile, while false statements should make people frown. As the 
statements are shared by each team, guide the other teams to use their smile/frown masks 
to vote on whether they think each statement is True or False. 

 
6. Choosing the Right Tools (15 minutes) 

 • Suggest that for a successful dig, archeologists must go to the right locations and must use 
the correct tools. The tools needed in a jungle area are different than those needed in a 
desert area, which are different than those needed at an underwater archeology site. 

 • Distribute copies of the handout, “The Right Tool for the Right Job” (Item 1).  
 • Choose three volunteers. Ask one to hold a VBS 2021 Bible Study Leader Guide (from any 

age group), a second to hold a VBS 2021 Bible Study Leader Pack (from any age group), 
and a third to hold a VBS 2021 Kids Activity Book.  

 • Instruct the three volunteers to spread out in the room. Explain that you will name a “tool” 
for VBS. The group will then decide where that tool would be found and move to stand next 
to that resource.  

 • Begin with: “Teaching plans for each session.” Encourage conferees to move to stand next 
to the resource where they believe teaching plans can be found. Once they have all moved 
to the correct resource (the leader guide), ask where that tool (teaching plans) could 
specifically be found in the leader guide. Suggest that conferees enter page numbers or a 
hint in the “Leader Guide” column of the handout. Point out that this tool exists only in the 
leader guide, but that other tools may appear in more than one place. 

 • Direct the three volunteers to pass their resources on to other people who will take their 
places. Then name another “tool.”  

 • Repeat the process four or five more times, leading the volunteers to hand off their 
resources to new volunteers each round. 

 • After several rounds, encourage conferees to form small teams to work together and 
complete the handout using their own materials or samples in the room. Remind the group 
that some tools will appear in multiple locations. After a time, lead the group to re-cap 
where each tool is found.  

 o Teaching plans for each session: Leader Guide (Teaching plans are in each session.) 
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 o Schedule options: Leader Guide (Schedule options are listed here, but the VBS 
Director determines the overall schedule) 

 o Bible stories: Leader Guide, Leader Pack, Kids Activity Book 
 o Personal Bible Study: Leader Guide  
 o Fun activities/puzzles for kids: Leader Pack, Kids Activity Book 
 o Posters/banners: Leader Pack 
 o Information about “Facts and Artifacts”: Leader Guide, Kids Activity Book 
 o The Plan of Salvation: Leader Guide, Leader Pack, Kids Activity Book 
 o A list of supplies for each day: Leader Guide 
 o Music: Leader Pack 
 o Bible Verses: Leader Guide, Leader Pack, Kids Activity Book 
 o Ideas for decorating the Bible Study Tent: Leader Guide  
 o Characteristics of Kids/Tips for Teaching: Leader Guide (“Characteristics of Kids” is in 

the Grades 1–2 and Grades 3–4 leader guides. “Tips for Teaching” is in the Multi-age 
leader guide.) 

 o Close-up pictures of artifacts: Kids Activity Book 
 o Verse references/locations for more Bible stories: Kids Activity Book 
 o Additional/bonus activity options: Leader Guide  
 o Suggestions for Extending VBS at Home: Leader Guide (Suggestions include all of the 

following: VBS 2021 Kids Activity Book, VBS 2021 Parent Guide, VBS 2021 Music for 
Kids CD, VBS 2021 Devotional Bible for Kids (CSB or KJV), VBS 2021 Kids Memory 
Maker, and Destination Dig Devotional: Unearthing the Truth About Jesus.) 

 
7. Before You Go (10 minutes) 

 • Thank the group and ask if conferees have any questions that haven’t been answered. 
 • Lead in a closing prayer or ask a conferee to do so. 
 • Distribute the handout, “3-2-1 Scrolls” (Item 2). Ask each conferee to complete the handout 

before leaving. 
 



The Right Tools for the Job
Where would  
you find... ?
•  Teaching plans  

for each session

•  Schedule options

•  Bible stories

•  Personal Bible Study

•  Fun activities/  
puzzles for kids

•  Posters/banners

•  Information about  
“Facts and Artifacts”

•  The plan of salvation

•  A list of supplies for  
each day

•  Music

•  Bible Verses

•  Ideas for decorating  
the Bible Study Tent

•  Characteristics of  
kids/Tips for teaching

•  Close-up pictures  
of artifacts

•  Verse references/  
locations for more  
Bible stories

•  Additional/bonus  
activity options

•  Suggestions for  
Extending VBS  
at Home

Leader Guide Leader Pack Kids Activity Book

Item 1. The Right Tools for the Job



  

Item 2. “3-2-1 Scrolls” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

things I heard today … 3  

things I want to try … 2  

person’s autograph … 1  
(I promise to pray for this person, her church, the kids who will attend  

her VBS, and her family as she prepares for VBS.) 
 


